


Who are 53two? 
53two is a Manchester-based theatre, bar and arts charity 'renowned for its 

support of local writers, quality shows at affordable prices and plugging the gap 

between smaller fringe venues and the larger theatres of Greater Manchester. '

(Confidentials, 2020). 

We exist to support disadvantaged and underserved artists to share, create and 

play whilst also hosting events and shows in our 100-seater theatre. Open 7 

days a week for artists to meet, greet, share and grab a beer or coffee, it's 

unique, subterranean feel allows patrons to escape the humdrum and kick back. 

We are proud advocates of equal opportunities; the venue itself designed with 

access at heart with it's lowered bar, accessible performance space and 

adaptable seating as well as BSL training for all staff. 53two are also active users 

of the Anti-Racism Tourism Rider. We are a space for everyone and we're 

creating a community of inclusion for all to create in. 

Headed up by actor/director Simon Naylor and actor/producer Alexandra 

Maxwell, the site is best placed to support independent theatre and hospitality, 

championing theatre-makers across the region . Currently in development, the 80 

seater theatre, cinema and events space is set to grow to a 150 seater and 300 

standing capacity venue - this truly will be one of the finest performance spaces 

in the city. 









The Team at 53two? 

Connor Goodwin 

Lead Practitioner 

Connor Goodwin is a theatre practitioner, director and 

dramaturg based in Manchester. 

Born in Salford, he is a leading force on the independent 

theatre scene, supporting young and emerging artists to 

navigate the art and culture scene. He has strong connections 

with youth-oriented theatres across the North of England and 

uses his wealth of experience to generate ground-breaking 

workshops to educate and empower others. 

As a multi-award winning theatre-maker, he is well respected 

for his dedication to supporting marginalised and 

under-represented groups in the local community. Connor 

frequently works on T iE projects across the country as a 

freelance practitioner and dramaturg, collaborating with multi-

disciplinary artists to assist their artistic vision(s). 

His recent works include: Empty (2019), It's All About Rodrigo 

(2021) and Toxic (2021 ). He is soon to complete a project with 

Hester Chillingworth and an R&D for new work, Millennium. 

connor@53two.com 



Xsara-Sheneille is an actress of British Caribbean descent, 

born and raised in Birmingham. 

Since graduating Manchester School of Theatre in 2019, she 

has performed at The Royal Exchange, HOME Theatre and 

LIVE Theatre in Newcastle. Dabbling in TV, she has had her 

debut on Sky Atlantic's Tin Star and the BBC. 

Xsara-Sheneille has also worked on a number of TIE 

productions touring the country. Teaching people of all ages 

about the acting craft and the importance of bringing stories 

alive and creating a cathartic experience for the audience as 

well as the actor. 

Passionate about history and black culture, Xsara-Sheneille is 

an aspiring writer particularly interested in telling stories of her 

cultural origin; stories handed down over generations that need 

to be told. 

info@53two.com 

Xsara-Sheneille 

Pryce 
Freelance Practitioner 
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